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The Whitehall Celebrates its Relaunch with Gift of Financial Independence to Local 

Veteran and 2nd Annual Sotherly Chef Showdown 

Former Crowne Plaza Houston Downtown Returns to Historic Name with a Southern Hospitality-Themed 

Event 

 

 

Houston, TX – April 19, 2016 –Sotherly Hotels Inc. (NASDAQ: SOHO) last week officially re-launched 

the former Crowne Plaza Houston Downtown hotel as The Whitehall, returning the iconic hotel to its 

historic name. The Whitehall is now the second property in Sotherly’s portfolio of independent hotels, 

which launched in September 2015 with the opening of The Georgian Terrace in Atlanta. Noted guests in 

the crowd of more than 500 included Sotherly Hotels’ executives, football great and Sotherly board member 

Hershel Walker, other members of Sotherly’s board, and NFL running back Adrian Peterson. 

 

To celebrate the occasion, six chefs from Sotherly hotels participated in the 2nd Annual Sotherly Chef 

Showdown. Each chef served a signature Southern dish to event guests, who then voted to select a winner. 

The Whitehall’s own executive chef Silvia Covarrubias, who won the 2015 Chef Showdown, took first 

place with her delectable adobo crusted pork wings with mango habanero glaze and masa cheese grits, 

giving guests a taste of her new menu at the hotel’s revamped restaurant - Edgar’s Hermano. Chef Prakash 

Alagarsamy from Sotherly’s property in Hollywood, Florida, came in second with his fried catfish bite over 

corn pudding with sweet bacon and tomato sauce. The winning chefs received cash prizes and will have 

their dishes featured on menus across Sotherly’s portfolio of hotels. In addition to the Chef Showdown, 

guests enjoyed live music from Jonathan Moody and The Bourbon Street Band, hors d’oeuvres, and 

specialty cocktails.  

 

Another highlight of the Southern hospitality-themed event was a presentation by Sotherly CEO Drew Sims 

on behalf of the Sotherly Foundation, a 501(c)3 registered nonprofit dedicated to helping wounded veterans 

in the communities around Sotherly’s hotels, of a gift of $44,000 to a local military veteran family to assist 

them in regaining financial independence. The recipients, Jack and Laurel Goodroe, will use the funds to 

replay student loans. Goodroe is a former Marine who was injured in an IED blast during his tour in Iraq 

that caused a host of issues, including a traumatic brain injury that resulted in memory loss and 

forgetfulness, severe nerve damage to his left leg and serious liver damage. Despite those challenges, he 

not only works full time but also volunteers and serves on the board of Warrior Benefit, a non-profit that 

raises money to support organizations that provide help to combat-wounded veterans. 

 

“Sotherly Hotels is now a publicly traded real estate investment trust but our heritage dates back to 1957, 

when my parents bought a 12 room motel,” reminisced Drew Sims, Sotherly Hotels’ CEO. “While our 
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portfolio has changed, our core values have not. We still practice my father’s motto – there is only one way 

to conduct business and that is the right way. With The Whitehall, we continue to grow our independent 

Sotherly Hotels Collection bound together by Southern hospitality and built around the modern Southern 

lifestyle, décor, the arts, food, drink, music and most importantly – friendly service to fulfil our promise of 

‘Our Town – Your Home.’” 

 

Following an extensive $5 million renovation, The Whitehall seamlessly blends mid-century design by 

noted California architect Welton Becket, including an iconic spiral “floating” staircase connecting the first 

and second floor public spaces and white Italian marble flooring, with modern finishes and amenities that 

reflect Sotherly’s mission of extending true Southern hospitality to all of its guests.  

 

The hotel’s 259 meticulously renovated guestrooms are designed to provide a luxurious, peaceful and 

productive stay to business and leisure travelers alike. All-new luxury amenities include hardwood flooring 

in all rooms, complimentary Wi-Fi throughout all public and meeting spaces, and eco-friendly spa toiletries 

in tasteful dispensers, preventing more than 200,000 bottles from going into landfills annually.  

 

Modern plush seating, a full-length dressing mirror, updated window treatments and wall coverings and 

all-new bedding give the guestrooms a residential feel. Adding to the Southern charm are Sotherly’s 

signature “Sothern Delights” lemon sugar cookies and “Sothern Springs” bottled water, complimentary to 

all guests. The Whitehall’s “Sothern Host” is an expert on everything Houston and assists guests on the 

best in entertainment, sports, dining and more to make their stay unforgettable. 

 

Among the hotel’s significant upgrades is the addition of a permanent in-house art gallery on the second 

floor. A standard in all of Sotherly’s independent hotels, the gallery features nine works by students and 

alumni of the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD). The gallery was made possible through a 

partnership between Sotherly Hotels and SCAD, with Sotherly establishing the Sotherly Hotels Annual 

Scholarship open to full-time students from SCAD’s Savannah and Atlanta campuses. The scholarship is 

given to one student each year at the amount of $5,000. 

 

As a member of the Sotherly collection of independent hotels, The Whitehall is affiliated with Preferred 

Hotels and Resorts, which represents a diverse portfolio of exquisite and elegant independent hotels. 

Additionally, The Whitehall is a member of Historic Hotels of America, a collection of 275 historic 

properties defined by a commitment to maintaining authenticity, sense of place and architectural integrity. 

 

For more information about The Whitehall visit our website at www.thewhitehallhouston.com. 

 

About Sotherly Hotels 

Headquartered in Williamsburg, Virginia, Sotherly Hotels Inc. is the owner of a portfolio of high-quality, 

full-service hotels primarily in the high-growth markets of the Southeastern United States.  The company 

is a self-managed and self-administered real estate investment trust traded on the NASDAQ under the 

symbol SOHO.  The Sotherly Hotels’ portfolio consists of investments in 12 hotel properties that comprise 

3,011 rooms.  Sotherly’s two signature properties, The Georgian Terrace in Atlanta and now The Whitehall 

in Houston, are independent boutique hotels affiliated with Preferred Hotels and Resorts, while its 10 
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remaining properties operate under the Hilton Worldwide, Starwood Hotels and Resorts, and 

InterContinental Hotels Group brands. 

 

Sotherly Hotels is the next generation in a long history of companies built on a foundation of service, 

integrity and hospitality, characteristics instilled by Sotherly’s founder, Edgar Sims, 58 years ago.  A family 

company at its core, Sotherly is dedicated to understanding and serving its guests better than anyone else – 

treating them as if they were family, too – because guests are the heart of every hotel. 

 

About Sotherly Foundation 

The Sotherly Foundation is the community outreach arm of Sotherly Hotels. Sotherly’s leadership created 

the Sotherly Foundation in 2015 as an outlet for taking a hands-on approach to making a difference, one 

family at a time, in the communities surrounding Sotherly’s hotels. 

 

Each year, the Sotherly Foundation provides significant aid to one or more American veterans living in the 

communities around its hotels. Instead of taking a one-size-fits-all approach, the Sotherly Foundation works 

directly with the veteran and his or her family to find out what they need most and to determine a strategy 

for meeting that need in the most lasting and meaningful way possible. All recipients are chosen by the 

Sotherly Foundation board with assistance from qualified organizations like the United States Marine Corps 

Wounded Warrior Regiment. 


